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All  thus as criticism is,

as Ste—Beuve was fond of

saying, & cOté. But  the
man who reads Birrell for
critical integrity,  deserves
the fate allotted by the

“great lexicographer”, to the
man  reading  the  “little
printer”  for story — perhaps

even il ne vaut pas la

corde qui le pend!
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J. Cotter Morison has put
it very finely in his Gibbon:
“Grounds which G. dasched
over in a few weeks, Newman
took 10 yrs to traverse.”
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The tu quoque is that
Ste  —Beuve owed his
religiosity not to his
mother, but to Mme Hugo -
witness Les Consolations.
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Even in  Sir Wm
Hamilton’s time Oxford was

the very nadir of learning
(See Discussions). The
of Oxford began
(“The

. »
Science”,

indictment
probably with  Bruno
Widow of  True
Opere, i. 179) and stops so
far with my humble self. (#
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F N E ., ) But the “dreary”
Cantabridgian ~ “Collection  of
animals”  (to  borrow Gray’s
phrase) is surely, compared to
Oxford, but bonnet blanc and
blanc bonnet.
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EDWARD GIBBON. 55

in his fifteenth year arrived-at-Oxford, to

his celebrated words, though for that matter
\most_every word in_the dutobiograply is
celebrated, with a stock of erudition that might
Jave puzzled a doctor, and a degree of ignor-
ance of which a schoolboy would-—have- been
ashamed —for example, he did not know the
Greek alphabet, mor is there any reason ‘to

|| suppose that he would have been taught it at
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