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FLOWERS ON NEW YEAR’S EVE
LIN HWEI YING

Newly bought from the babble of vil-
lage dialects in the market,

Long branches of snow white peach
blossom

And blood red camellia flowers,

In my little corner room make a new
freshness ,

But do not sharpen the wounded feel-
ings,

Even blunted feelings scarcely remain.

I know well that the quietness In my
room

Is like a plum season run to seed,

The misty memories of my village have
receded

And time has been suspended.

The New Year is not a feast day,

The lanterns seem to shed drops of
blood.

The flowers do not remind me of old
passion

Or former words spoken!

If T recall the fragrance of past feeling,

Like a winding path it comes through a

maze of roads and hedges.
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A tangle of flowers, leaves and branches,

And the scent of grass intoxicates the
senses.

But today our steps

No longertread the soil of former days.

The moonlight has become frozen,

It picks out the chains of mountains,

The disorder and turmoil of rivers,

Broods over the horse trodden plain,

Still as a picture.

The New Year flowers are no longer
flowers ,

But only words and emptiness.

Quivering with a million people’s care,

Every heart feels foreboding.
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